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Press Release
NorthStar EMS Achieves Highest Honor with CAAS Accreditation
Tuscaloosa, AL., June 27, 2017:  NorthStar EMS (NEMS) is pleased to announce that it has achieved another national accreditation from the Commission on Accreditation of Ambulance Services (CAAS). This accomplishment makes NorthStar EMS one of two ambulance services in the State of Alabama to have both CAAS accreditation as well as ACE (Accredited Center of Excellence) accreditation by the International Academies of Emergency Medical Dispatch.
According to Tony Smelley, President, “To have a third-party review and validate that our company’s business and clinical practices meet the national EMS Gold standards that have been defined by CAAS is a true testament to the dedication of our EMS professionals.”  
CAAS is not only about making sure that business practices are defined and followed, but it also assesses a company’s commitment to quality improvement initiatives.  The Commission’s independent review of NEMS’s organizational performance, vehicles and equipment, community engagement, and patient clinical standards validates that the Company is adhering to the highest standards in the Emergency Medical Services industry. Accreditation by the Commission assures communities that AMT meets all national performance benchmarks while delivering high quality care to patients and their families.

There are over 17,000 EMS agencies across the United States.  Only 160 of those agencies as CAAS accredited.  NEMS can now be counted in this “ELITE” class of EMS organizations who have made the commitment to become a leader in EMS.  “We have always attested that NEMS does a great job, but to be validated by a third-party that we are in fact meeting all the standards required of an accredited agency, solidifies our commitment to “provide excellence in prehospital medicine” to the communities we serve.
About NorthStar EMS

Headquartered in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, NorthStar EMS is Alabama’s largest private provider of EMS medical care and transportation services, serving seven counties.  NorthStar EMS’ 350 EMTs, Paramedics and Support Staff will respond to over 75,000 requests for services each year.  With a fleet of 80 ambulances and support vehicles, NorthStar EMS stands ready to provide emergency and nonemergency care and transportation services.  
Website:  www.northstar-ems.com
For more information about CAAS, visit their website at:  www.caas.org
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